Australian ||z
.

Bureau of
Statistics

CATALOGUE NO. 8752.2
EMBARGOED UNTIL 11.30 A.M. 12 JULY 1995

BUILDING ACTIVITY, VICTORIA
MARCH QUARTER 1995

SUMMARY O FINDINGS

Value of building work done at average 1989-90 prices, + In scasonally adjusted average 198990 prices, the value
scasonally adjusted of work done on new residential building for the March
quarler 1995 suffered a 9.5 fall 1o $659.0 million from
last gquarter’s S—ycar high, Similarly, work done on resi-
dential alterations and additions was down 0,7% to 81645
Percentage cliange on million from last quarter’s record high.

Dec, quarter 1994 Mar. quarter 1994 .
o 4 o . » FHowever, work done for the March quarter on non-

residential building, at $730.7 million, changed littic from

New residentlal b ioimg =93 18 the 3'/2 year high established last quarter and was still
to residential buildings %) 540 16.0%: above that of a year earlier. (Revisions o December
Noa-tesidential building -1.2 164 quarter 1994 data include a significant downward revi-
Tatal building -3.9 6.4 sion in the value of non—residential building work done
for the private sector, covering several huilding catego-

ries.)

« The {olal value of all building work done for the Maich
quarter was $1,554.5 million, down 3.9% on the previous
quarter’s 4—year high but still up 6.4% on a year earlier.

VALUE OF WORK DONE
AT AVERAGE 1989-90 PRICES
SEASONALLY ADJUSTED
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INQUIRIES < for more information about stutistics in this publication and the availability of related unpublished

statistics, contact Rex Porter on Adelaide (08) 237 7496 or any A13S Sate Olfice.

- Jor information about other ABS statistics and services please refer to the back of this publication.
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SUMMARY OF FINDINGS ~ continued

Yalue of building work commenced at average 1989-99

Number of dwelling units commenced, scasonally

prices adjuosted
Percentnge: clinige on Percentage change on
Bec. garter 1994 Mur. guarter 1994 Dec. guarter 1994 Mar. quarter 1994
New residential building -14.1 i 4.9 Privale sector houses —14.1 -16.8
Alterations and additions Privale sector dwelling units -15.7 -17.6
tor residential buildings -16.8 5.4 : - =
& Tutal dwelling vnils -13, ~17.1
Non-residential building _26.6 -221 o Raba >
‘Ental building ~2000 ~12.8

Expressed in average 1989-90 prices (but not scasanally
adjusted), the value of new residential building
commencements for the March quarter 1995 was $065.3
million, down 14.1% from the 52 year high ol the
previous quarler and 4.9% on a year carlier. Commence-
ments of residential alterations and additions slumped
10.8% during the quarter to $141 .4 million.

The value of nop—residential building commencements
fell 26.6% to $502.4 million for the March quarler. The
main decreases occurred in the public sector in the educa-
tional and the enterfainment and recreational building
categories, due to some large projects having commenced
in the previous quarler.

The (otal value of all building work commenced during
the March quarter 1995 was $1.369.1 million, down
20.0% from the previous quarter and 12.8% on a year
carlier.

YALUE OF WORK COMMENUED
AT AVERAGE 1930-90 PRICES
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* In seasonally adjusicd terms, the estimate of the number
ol private scctor houscs commenced during the March
guarier 1995 fell by 14.1% 10 5,914, This is 16.8% below
the recent high established 4 year carlier and the lowest
number lor 3 years.

»  Similarly, the total number of dwelling units commenced
was down 13.5% during the March quarter to 6,901, a 24/
year low.

NEW DWELLING UNLTS COMMIENCEDR
SEASUNALLY ADJUSTED
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»  Theltotal value of building work commenced {unadjusted,
at current prices) fell by $320.6 million or 2.3%. during
the March guarter 1995 10 $1,283.5 million. Doth the
residential and non—residential sectors fell by $163.3 mil-
lion, representing decreases of 10.5% and 260.3% respec-
tively.

« The total number of dwelling unils commenced [ell by
1,943 or 23.0% to 6,487,

= ‘The total value of work done during the March quarter
1995 fell 17.6% 1w $1,326.2 million while the value of
work yet (o be done on jobs under construction at the end
of the quarter fell only marginally to $2,051.0 million.



VALUE OF RESIDENTIAL WORK DONE
AT AVERAGE 1989-90 PRICES
SEASONALLY ADRISTED
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TABLE 6. NUMBER OF DWELLING UNITS BY STAGE OF CONSTRUCTION, VICTORIA
SEASONALLY ADJUSTED SERIES

Houses Total
Private Private
sector Total sector Total
Perivd Commenced Completed Contmenced Completed Commenced Completed Commenced Completed
1993 Dec. qtr 6,604 6,114 6,957 6,394 7,482 6,835 7.825 7,334
1994 Mat. qtr 1,108 6,379 7329 £, 7RG 7.947 6,991 B,324 7.546
Tune qtr 5,835 6,426 6,917 6,727 7,535 6,953 7.896 7,339
Sept. gir 6,872 6,671 7,060 6.896 7.523 7.507 ENEr T.047
Dec. qtrr £.885 7334 7,029 7.454 7,769 B, 024 7,974 8,304
1955 Mar. g 5914 6,601 6,011 820 6.550 7,287 6,901 7,613
TABLE 7. VALUE OF BUILDING WORK DONE, VICTORIA
SEASONALLY ADJUSTED SERIES
(% million)
New residential building Alterations and Non-residential building
additions ta

Qither residential restdentiol FPrivate Total

Period Houses buildings Total buitdings secter Total huilding

1993 Dec. qir 0377 a8.7 7075 159.1 375 452.4 1.307.3

1994 Mar. gtr 519.4 74.1 6922 163.3 358.1 - 497.6 1,365.3

June qtr 541.8 761 718.3 179.2 357.1 5022 1,405.2

Sept. gtr 669.0 86.6 754.8 839 362.6 5035 1.437.7

Dec. qtrr 689.7 4.6 TESS5 186.7 414.8 5949 1.532.5

1995 Mar. gtr 6336 64.6 696.7 174.8 3921 5919 1,474.2




15

TABLE 8. VALUE OF BUILDING WORK COMMENCED, AT AVERAGE 1989-90 PRICES (a), VICTORIA

($ million)
New residential building Alterafions and Non-residential building
additions to
Other residential residentiol Private Totel
Period Howses buildings Yoial buildings seclor Tolal butlding
1991-92 1,688.0 2457 21337 521.8 1,422.3 1,9505 4.606.0
1992-93 2,176.3 215.6 2,391.2 5482 1,3221 1.919.0 4,859.1
1593-94 2,435.7 3853 2,821.0 668.1 2,386.2 3,182.4 6,6N.5
1993 Dec. ytr 636.7 833 740.0 170.2 5547 739.2 1,649.4
1994 Mar. gtr 5553 140.6 699.9 148.8 478.4 7221 1,570.8
Tune gtr 626.4 951 721.5 205.7 948.1 1,140.5 2,067.7
Sept. gir 627.1 743 701.4 153.3 1212 458.1 1,M2.8
Dee. gt £ 662.8 111.8 7746 170.0 460.7 766.5 1,711.1
1995 Mar. gtr 484.2 181.1 6633 141.4 379.8 362.4 1,369.1
{a) See paragraphs 24 and 25 of the Explanatory Noles, Constant price estimates are gubject to revision each quarter as more up to date information on prices and
comrodity compositions becormes available.
TABLE 9. VALUE OF BUILDING WORK DONE, AT AVERAGE 1989-90 PRICES (a), VICTORIA
ORIGINAL AND SEASONALLY ADJUSTED SERIES
(% million)
New residential building Alterations and Non-residential building
additions fo
Other residential residential Private Total
Penvd Houses buildings Total buildings secior Tatal building
ORIGINAL
199192 1.871.0 240, 2,081.1 516.6 1,956.8 2,790.1 5,387.8
1992.93 2,186.4 2410 2,427.4 554.0 1,831.1 24376 5,419.0
1993-94 2,382.7 349.1 2,731.8 615.0 1,731.6 24111 5,757.9
13993 Dec. qu 6309 919 7228 163.1 404.3 5B3E 1,469.7
14994 Mar. qfr 540.0 872 627.2 140.2 M7 5427 13151
June gtr 61149 9G.6 J0B.S 171.4 498.0 695.4 1.575.3
Scpt. qtr 625.8 104.0 729.8 167.4 458.4 637.4 1.535.0
Dec.qirr 6647 97.0 7617 186.3 514.1 7508 1,694.5
1995 Mar. qir 542.3 B 616.0 147.3 424.7 635.2 1,398.5
SEASONALLY ADJUSTED
1993 Ice. gtr 603.9 8.4 8918 150.6 403.8 5755 1.401.9
1994 Mar. gtr 579.5 929 671.2 152.8 4533 629.9 1.460.7
June qtr 60L.6 94.7 696.8 168.0 445.2 63119 15100
Sept. gtr 622.2 1065 727.4 170.9 452.7 6286 15238
Dec. glr ¢ £35.6 %10 72832 172.0 514.0 7397 1.618.3
1995 Mar. qtr 581.8 785 659.0 160.5 484.1 730.7 1.5845

{2) See paragraphs 24 to 26 of the Explanatory Notes. Constant price eslimalcs are subject to revision each quarter as more up to date information en prices and commodity
compositions becomes available.
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TABLE 10. NUMBER OF DWELLING UNITS BY OWNERSHIP,
CLASS OF BUILDER AND STAGLE OF CONSTRUCTION,

YICTORIA
Private sector Public sector Total
Houses
Orher Other Other
Coatractor residential residentinl restdential
Period built Other Total  buildings Total Houses  buildings Total Hoeses  buildings Total
COMMENCED
1991-92 14,785 7041 21,827 1,B87 23,714 565 1,142 1,707 22,392 3,029 25,421
1992-93 17,525 7,107 24,633 2,155 26,748 1,084 283 1,367 25,117 2,438 28,155
1993-94 21,678 5.292 26,570 3,130 30,100 934 432 1,366 27,504 3,562 31,466
1993 Dec. gir 5,665 1,411 7,076 820 7,836 352 8 360 7,428 828 8.256
1994 Mar. qir 5,393 1,049 6,442 97] 7413 246 i7 49 6,688 1,144 7832
Tune gte 5,655 1,243 6,899 677 1576 113 205 315 7,009 882 7,691
Sept. qtr 5,884 1,075 6,959 611 7570 139 96 235 7,098 07 7,805
Dec. gtr e 6,049 1344 7.393 818 8211 128 94 219 7.521 509 8,430
1995 Mar. gt 3,724 1,620 534 756 6.100 144 243 387 5,488 999 6,487
UNDER CONSTRUCTION AT END OF PERIOD
1991-92 4,671 6,285 10,955 1,246 12,201 255 Q08 1,163 11,210 2,154 13,364
1952-93 5,042 6,006 11,048 1,501 12,549 724 521 1,245 11,772 2,022 13,794
1993-94 6,920 4,973 11,893 1,898 13,791 4649 457 926 12,362 2,355 14,717
1993 Dee. ytr 5,817 5,150 10,967 1,423 12,390 724 220 949 11,696 1,643 13,339
1594 Mar. gt 6,628 5,031 11,659 1,961 13,620 672 288 960 © 12,331 2,249 14,580
June gtr 6,920 4,973 11,893 1,898 13,791 4649 457 926 12.362 2,355 14,717
Sept. qir 7,204 4,920 12,124 1,833 13,957 353 5i8 81 12,477 2,351 14,828
Dec. qtrr 7.091 4,539 11,630 1,786 13,418 301 473 774 11934 2,259 14,190
1995 Mar. gtr 6,021 5021 11,042 2,064 13,106 313 G48 961 11,355 2,712 L7
COMPFLEITD
1951-92 13,785 7.945 21,710 1,598 23,708 6491 B&7 1,558 22.401 2.865 25,266
1952-9% 17,185 7.297 24,481 1,898 26,379 618 668 1,286 25,099 2,566 27,665
1993-94 19,928 6,028 25,955 2,713 28,668 1,163 496 1,659 27,118 3.209 30,327
1993 Dec. gir 5,227 1,324 6,550 458 7.418 347 205 552 6.897 1,073 7.970
1994 Mar. qir 4,609 1.088 5,697 428 6,125 281 105 396 5,988 533 5521
June gtr 5.335 1,280 8,615 74 7,329 3t0 36 346 6,925 750 7.675
Sept. ytr 5,601 1,129 6,730 G671 7,401 254 31 285 6,984 Foz 7,686
Dec. qtrr 6,161 1,667 7.824 863 8,691 178 132 il 8,006 595 2,001
1995 Mar. qit 4,793 1,121 5914 478 6.392 132 68 200 6,045 546 6,592

TABLE 11. SUMMARY OF BUILDING ACTIVITY, VICTORIA
RELATIVIE STANDARD ERRORS (PER CENT)
MARCH QUARTER 1995

New residennial brilding Vo lue

Houses Total Afterations

Ownership and stage Numbe{ af and additions
of construction dwelling to residential Fewral
Number Valie unirs Vafue buildings Duifding

PRIVATL SECTOR
Commenced a0 37 2.7 a0 as L&
Under construction at end of period 29 3.1 25 2.5 29 1.1
Compteted 44 4.8 4.0 4.5 5.8 29
Value of work done N 2.7 . 2.5 36 1.5
Value of work yet to be done o ER .. 28 3s L2
TOTAL PRIVATE AND P'UBLIC SECTORS

Commenced 30 3.6 2.5 2.8 A5 1.5
Under construction at end of period 2.8 30 23 2.3 29 a9
Compleled 43 4.7 39 4.4 5B 2.5

Value of work done . 2.7 .. 2.4 3.6 1.3

xr 3 1 s P -
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EXPLANATORY NOTES

Introduction

This publication contains detailed results from the
quarierly Building Activity Survey. Users should note that data
for the atest quarter s subject o revision,

2, The statistics are compiled on the basis of relurns
collected from builders and other individuals and arganisations
. engaged in building activity, The quarterly survey consists of
tWO companents.

{a) A sample survey of private scclor house building
activity involving new house construction or alicra-
tions and additions valued at $10,000 or more 1o
houses,

A complele enumeration of jobs involving construc-
tion of new residential buildings other than private
sector houses, all alterations and additions (o residen-
tial buildings (other than private scctor houses) with
an approval value of $10,000 or more, and all non—
residential building jobs with an approval value of
$50,000 or morc.

(b)

3. Prior to the September quarter 1990, the cut-oil lor
inclusion of non—tesidential buikding jobs (buth new and al-
terations and additions) was $30,000 or more and prior to the
Seplember quarter 1985 it was $10,000 or more. Care should
be taken ip interpreting data for specific classes of non—Ttesi-
dential building.

4, The use of sample survey techniques in the Building
Activity Survey means that reliable cstimales of private sector
house building activity, including alterations and additions (@
houses, are available only at the State/Territory and Australia
levels with the exception of the Northern Territory. However,
dwelling unit commencement data for regions below State
level are shown in the monthly series of dwelling unil com-
mencements compiled by State offices of the ABS. Data {from
this series, unlike those compiled [rom the Building Aclivity
Survey, are based on informatiun reported by local and other
government authorities.

Scope and coverage

5. The statistics relate to building activily which includes
construction of new buildings and alterations and additions to
existing buildings, Construction activity not defined as build-
ing (e.g. construction of reads, bridges, railways, carthworks,
cte,) 1s excluded.

0. Building jobs included in cach quarter in the Building
Aclivily Survey comprise those building jobs sclected in pre-
vious quarters which have not been completed (or com-
menced) by the end of the previous quarter and those building
jobs newly selected in the current quarter, The population list
from which building jobs are selected for inciusion comprises
all approved huilding jobs which were noliflied 10 the ABS up
to but not including the last month of the relercnce quarter (e.g.
up to the end of Augast in respect of the September quarter
survey). This introduces a lag to the statistics in espeet of those
building jobs notified wed commenced in the lasi moath of the
refcrence quarler (e.g. for the month of September in respect
of the September quarter survey). FFor example, building jobs
which were notified as approved {n the month of June and
which actually commenced in that month are shown as com-
mencements in the September quarter. Similarly, building jobs
which were notificd in the month of September and which
actually commenced in that month are shown as commence-
ments 1n the December quarler.

Definitions

7. A building is defined as a rigid, fixed and permanent
structure which has a root, lts intended purpose is primarily to
house people, plant, machinery, vehicles, goods or livestock,
Anintegral feature of a building’s design, to satisty its intended
use, is the provision for regular access by persons.

8 A dwelling unit is defined as a sel{—conltained suite of
rooms, including cooking and bathing lacilities and intended
for fong~-term resideniial use. Units (whether sclf-contained
or nol} wilhin buildings offering institutional care, such as
hospitals, or lemporary accommodation such as motels, hostels
and holiday apartments, are not defined as dwelling units. The
value of units of this type is included in the appropriale
calegory of non-residential building,

0. A residential building is defined as a building pre-
dominantly consisting of one or more dwelling units. Residen-
tial buildings can bc either houses or other residential
buildings.

(a) A Jouse is delined as a detached building predomi-

nantly used for long—term residential purposes aad
consisting ol only one dwelling unit. Thus, detached
‘granny flats’ and detached dwelling units {such as
carelakers’ residences) associated with non—residen-
tial buildings are defined as houses [or the purpose of
these statistics.
(b) An other residential building is delined as a building.
which is predominantly used for long—term residential
purposes and which contains (or has attached to it)
more than one dwelling unit (e.g. includes wown-
houses, duplexes, apartment buildings, etc.).

10. The number of dwelling units created by alterations
and addilions {o cxisting buildings, and through the construc-
tion of new non—residential buildings, is not included in the
tables hul is shown as a footnote to Table 1.

11. Commenced, A building job is regarded as com-
menced when the first physical building activily has heen
performed on site in the form of materials {ixed in place and/or
labour expended (this includes site preparation but excludes
delivery of building malerials, the drawing ol plans and speci-
fications and the construction of non-building infrastructures
such as roads).

12, Under construction. A building job is regarded as
being under construction at the end of a period if it has been
commenced but has not been compleled, and work on 1t has
nol been abandoned.

13, Completed. A building job is regarded as completed
when building activity has progressed Lo the stage when the
building can fulfil its intended Lunction, In practice, the ABS
regards buildings as compleied when notificd as such by
respondents to the survey,

Valuation of building jobs

14, The value series in this publication are derived from
estimates reported on survey returns as follows.

(u) Value of building commmenced or under construction
represents the anticipated completion value based,
where practicable, on estimated market or contract
price of building jobs excluding the value of land and
landscaping, Sitc preparation costs are included.
Where building jobs proceed over several quarters, the



anticipated completion value reported on the return [or
the first (commencement) quarier may be amended on
returns for subsequent (under construction) quarters as
the job ncars completion,

Value of building completed represents the actlual
completion value based, where practicable, on the
market or contract price of building jobs including site
preparalion costs but excluding the value of land and
landscaping.

(&)

Value of building work done during the period repre—
sents the estimaled value of huilding work actuatly
carried out during the quarter on building jobs which
have commenced.

(dy Value of building work yet to be done represents the
difference between the anticipated completion value
and the estimated valuc of work done up 1o the end of
the period on building jubs commenced but not com—
pleted.

Building classification

15. Ownership. The ownership of a building is classilicd
as cither public sector ot private sector according to the sector
of the intended awner of the compleled building as evident at
the time of approval. Residential buildings being constructed
by private scclor builders under government housing authority
schemes whereby (he authority has contracted, or intends Lo
contract, to purchase the buildings on or before completion,
are clussified as public sector,

16. Builder type. 1louses are classified according to the
type of builder as [ollows,

(a) Contractor—built houses are those consirucied by a
privale recognised building contractor, ellher under
contract, or in anticipation of sale or reatal.

Houses built by other than contruct builders are those
constructed by an owner {other than a recogniscd
building contractor) or under the ewner's direction,
without the services of a single contractor responsible
for the whole job. Houses built by busincsses (other
than recognised building contractors) and public sec-
lor organisations are alse included i this category.

(b)

17. Funciional classification of buildings. A building 15
classificd according to its intended major function. lence, a
building which is ancillary to other buildings or forms a part
of a group of related buildings is classified w the funetion of
the building and not to the function of the group as a whole.
An cxample of this can be secn in the trealment of building
work approved for a fuctory complex. In this casc a detached
administration building would be classified (o Offices, a de—
tached cafeleria building to Shops, while [aclory buildings
would be classified to Factories. An exception o this rule 1s
the treatment of group accommodation buildings where, for
example, a student accommodation building on a university
campus would be classified to Educational.

18. Examples of the types of buildings included under

each main [unctional heading arc shown in the following list.
(a) Houses. Includes coltages, bungalows, detached care—

takers’/managers’ cottages, rectorics.

Other residential buildings. Includes blocks of flats,
home units, attached townhouses, villa units, lerrace
houses, scmi—detached houses, maisoncties.

(b)

(©) Hotels, etc. Includes motels, hostels, boarding houses,
guesthouses, holiday apartment buildings.

18

Shops. Includes retail shops, restaurants, cafes, lav—
erns, dry cleaners, lsundromals, hair salons, shopping
arcades,

Faciories, Includes paper mills, oil refinery buildings,
brickworks, loundrics, powerhouses, manufacturing
laboratories, workshops as part of a manufaciuring
process,

Offices. Includes banks, post offices, council cham-—
bers, head and regional offices.

(0

(&)

Orther business premises. Includes warehouscs, stor—
age depots, scrvice stations, fransporl depots and fer—
minals, clectricity sub—siaiion buildings, pumping
station buildings. telephone exchanges, mail sorling
cenlires, broadcasting stations, [ilm studios.

Fducational. 1ncludes schools, colleges, kindergar—
tens, libraries, muscums, arl gatlerics, rescarch and
teaching laboratories, theological colleges.

)

(@)
®

Religious. Includes churches, chapels, temples.

Heaith. Includes hospitals, nursing homes, surgerics,
clinics, medical centres.

Entertuinment and recreational. Includes clubs, (thea-
tres, cinemas, public halls, gymnasiums, grand—
stands, squash courls, sports and recreation centres.

)

Miscellaneous. lnciudes law courts, homes for the
aged (where medical care is not provided as a normal
service), orphanages, gaols, barracks, mine buildings,
glasshouses, livestock sheds, shearing sheds, fruit and
skin drying sheds, public toilets, and ambulance, fire
and police stalions.

0

- Reliability of the estimates

19. Since the figures for privatc sector house building
activity (including allerations and additions) are derived [rom
information oblained from a samplc of approved building jobs,
they are subjeet to sampling error; that is, they may dilfer from
the Tigures that would have been obtained if information for all
approved jubs for the relevant period had been included in the
survey. One measure of the likely difference is given by the
standard error, which indicates the cxtent (0 which an cstimate
might have varied by chance because only a sample of ap-
proved jobs was included. There are about two chances in three
that asample cstimate will differ by less than one standard error
from (he figure that would have heen obtained if all approved
jobs had been included, and about nineteen chances in twenly
1hat the difference will be less than two standard errors. An-
other measure ol sampling variability Is the relative standard
ervor, which is oblained by expressing the standard error as a
percentage of the estimate 1o which it relers. The relative
standard crrors of estimates provide an indication of the per-
centage errors likely to have occurred due (o sampling, and are
shown in Table 11.

20. An example of the use of relative standard crrors Is as
follows . Assume (hat the estimate of the number of new private
scelor houses commenced during the latest guarter s 2,000 for
actual estimate sce Table 2) and thal the associated relative
standard error is 2.5 per cent (for actual percenlage see Table
11). There would then be aboul two chances in three (hat ihe
number which would have been obtained if information had
been collected ahout all approved private scetor house jobs
would have been within the range 1,950 10 2,050 (2.5 per cent
of 2,000 is 50) and about nineteen chances in twenty that the
number would have been within the range 1,990 w 2,100,



21, The imprecision duc to sampling variabilily, which is
measured by the relative standard error, should not be conlused
with insccuracies that may occur because ol inadequacies in
the source of building approval information, imperfections in
reporting by respondents, and errors made in the coding and
processing of data. Inaccuracies of this kind are relerred 1o as
non-sampling error, and may occur in any cnumeration
whether it be a [ull count or only a sampie. Every effort is made
to reduce the non-sampling error to a minimum by the carcful
design of questionnaires, efforts to obtain responses [or all
selected building jobs, and efficient operating procedures,

Scasonat adjustment

22.  Scasonally adjusted building statistics are shown in
Tables 6, 7 and 9. In the seasonally adjusted series, account has
been taken of normal seasonal factors and trading day elfects
(arising from the varying numbers of Sundays, Mondays,
Tucsdays etc. in the quarter} and the effect of the movement in
the date of Easter which may, in successive years, allect figurcs
for different quarters. Details of the methods used in seasonally
adjusting the serles are given in Seasonally Adjusted Indica-
tors, Australia (1308.0).

23, Since scasonally adjusted statistics reflect both irregn-
lar und irend movements, an upward or downward movement
in a seasonally adjusted series does nol necessarily indicate a
change of trend. Purticular care should thercfore be taken in
interpreting individual guarter (o quarter movements. 1Zach of
the component scries shown has been seasonally adjusted
independently. As a consequence, while (he unadjusted com-
ponents in the original series shown add (o the (wlals, the
adjusted components may not add to (he adjusted (olals, FFur-
ther, the difference between independently seasonally adjusied
serics does nol necessarily produce serics which ure optimal or
even adequate adjustments of the similarly derived original
scries. Thus the ligures which can be derived by subtracling
scasonally adjusled privale sector dwelling units from the
seasonally adjusted total should not be used (o represent sea-
sonally adjusted public sector dwelling units,

Estimates at constant prices

24, [Fstimates of the value ol commencements and work
done at average 1989-90 prices are shown in Tables 8 and 9.
Constant price estimates measure changes In value afler the
direct cffects of price changes have been eliminated. "The
deflators uscd to revalue the current price estimates in this
publication arc derived from the same price data underlying
the deflators compiled for the dwellings and non—dwelling
construction components of the national accounts aggregale
‘Gross [ixed capital expenditure’.

25, Fstimates al constant prices are subject 10 a number of
approximations and assumptions, Further information on the
nature and coneepts of constanl price estimales is contained in
Chapter 4 of Australian National Accounits: Concepls, Sources
and Methods (5210.0}.

26. The factors used 1o seasonally adjust the constant price
serics are identical 1o those used to adjust the corresponding
current price serics,

Unpublished data and refated publications

27. The ABS can also make available certain building
approvals and activity daia which are nol published, Where it
is nol praclicablic to provide the required information by tele-
phone, data can be provided in the following forms: micro-
fiche, photocopy, computer printout, floppy disk and clerically
extracted tabulation. Inquiries should be made to the contact
shown at the front ol this publication.

28. Users may also wish to refer to the following building
and construction publications which are available on request:

Building Approvals, Australia  (8731.0)
(313.50)

Building Approvals, Vicroria (8731.2) — monthly ($13.00)

Dwelling Unit Commencements Reported by Approving
Authorities, Vicioria (8741.2) —monthly ($12.00)

Building Activity, Australia: Dwelling Unit Commence-
ments, Preliminary (8750.0) — quarterly ($11.00)

Engineering Construction Activity, Australia (8762.0) —
quarterly ($11.00)

— monthly

29, Current publications produced by the ABS are listed
in the Catalogue of Publications and Products, Australia
1101.0). The ABS also issucs, on Tuesdays and Tridays, a
Release Advice (1105.0) which lists publications to be released
in the next few days. The Catalogue and Release Advice are
available from any ARBS office.

Symbols and other usages
not applicable

nil or rounded to zero
T figure or scrics revised since previous issue

30. Where figures have been rounded, discrepancies may
aceur between sums ol the component items and totals.

STUART JACKSON
Deputy Commonwealth Statistician
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For more information ...

The ABS publishes a wide range of statistics and other information on Australia’s economic and
social conditions. Details of what is available in various publications and other products can be
found in the ABS Catalogue of Publications and Products avaitable at all ABS Offices (see
below for contact details).

Information Consultancy Service

Information tailored to special needs of clients can be obtained from the Information Consultancy
Service available at ABS Offices (see Information Inguiries below for contact details}).

National Dial-a-Statistic Line
0055 86 400

iSteadycom P:L: premiurn rale 25¢:21 4 secs )
This number gives you 24 hour access, 365 days a year for a range of statistics.

Electronic Data Services

A large range of data is available via on-line services, diskette, magnetic tape, tape cartridge
and CD ROM. For more details about our electronic data services, contact any ABS Office (see
below).

Bookshops and Subscriptions

There is a large number of ABS publications available from ABS bookshops {see below Bookshop
Sales for contact details). The ABS also provides a subscription service through which nominated
publications are supplied by mail on a regular basis (telephone Subscription Service toll free on
008 02 0608 Australia wide).
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525 Collins Street, Melbourne 3000
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